
What do we put in which cupboard?  
It’s a major question occupying 
Pamela and me at present, given the 
size of the Deanery in Exeter and the 
number of cupboards it contains.  

Pamela is determined we learn from the way we lived 
in Yorkshire, and introduce a more thought-through 
way of storing things here in Devon.  The move has 
also given the excuse for a fairly major clear out: if we 
haven’t used it for a couple of years, we’re unlikely to 
do so again, so someone else might as well get the 
bene� t of it.  Moving house has enabled us to change 
our way of life.

 
January o� ers the possibility of a similar fresh start 

to each of us.  A chance to reassess priorities and begin 
again: what is essential, what can we live without, what 
do we need to start doing to make our life healthier 
and more fruitful? That’s what New Year’s resolutions 
are all about, and yet they so often fail.  Presumably 
because our habits and  ways of doing things are deeply 
ingrained, and starting a new year on the calendar is 
not of itself su�  cient to bring about long-term change.  
Not in the same way that a major move from Yorkshire 
to the South West imposes upon you.

 So unless you too are blessed with  a major life-
change, perhaps an easier way of amending ways and 

habits is through small, regular, incremental change.  
In my study, I have a board inscribed with that well 
known saying: Today is the � rst day of the rest of your 
life.  I’ve always believed this is an important Christian 
truth.  Every morning is our chance to start afresh with 
God: to seek forgiveness for what has gone before, and 
to re-orientate ourselves to follow Christ.  A clean slate, 
a slight shift in direction.  Christian devotion works best 
when it is part of our daily routine.  Giving thanks each 
morning for a new day and resolving to follow Christ 
afresh has a cumulative e� ect, and over time forms us 
ever more into his likeness and image.

The Very Rev Jonathan 
Greener, Dean of Exeter
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BEAWORTHY CHURCH BACK FROM THE BRINK
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Five years ago the small 
Grade 2 listed church of St 
Alban’s in Beaworthy, North 
Devon, was designated as 
at risk by Historic England. 

It could have been heading for 
closure. Although the Tower had 
been repaired, using all the church’s 
reserves, the building was su� ering 
further from a lack of maintenance 
and the congregation was dwindling. 
Bats were a major issue. Team Rector 
Jane Lucas was ‘in despair’ but 
her suggestion of regular co� ee 
mornings got the PCC working out 
what could be done.

Five years on and the church has 
just celebrated the dedication of 
new nave and chancel roofs which 
have transformed the building and 
the life of the church community. 
The nave ceiling boards were 
replaced and painted white as they 
would have been in the Georgian 
period – this has lightened and 

brightened the church. A facelift for 
the porch has also produced a far 
more welcoming entrance to the 
church. Jane said: “The end result of 
all this work really is lovely and has 
made a huge di� erence.”

The project was made possible by 
the Listed Places of Worship Funding 
Scheme which provided over 
£73,900. Devon Historic Churches 
Trust gave £2,000 and over £8,000 
was raised from other bodies and by 
the local community.

Not only is there now a growing 
regular weekly congregation but 
the wider community is enjoying a 
bi-monthly co� ee and cake drop-in. 
Jane and Reader Jim Williams have 

worked hard to build relationships 
with new people who’ve moved into 
the village as well as encouraging 
others to give church a try.

Jane said: “It’s all about relationship. 
It has been a challenge but in God 
we trust. I want to say to others 
facing similar circumstances: don’t 
give up, persevere. This really is a 
story of resurrection from the dead.

“My grateful thanks go to all who 
have contributed to the work that 
has been done. Decorating inside 
the church has made it look amazing. 
Special thanks to one of the joint PCC 
secretaries Sandra Ward who really 
enabled all this to happen. And the 
Roof Project team too.”

A church restoration project 
in Beaworthy has restored 
life to the community and 
congregation. Nicky Davies 
� nds out more…

Beaworthy church following 
the renovation work
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The funeral for John Mapson, a much-loved member of 
clergy and diocesan sta� , took place on 23 November 
in St Andrew’s, Cullompton.

John’s commitment and love for the Diocese of 
Exeter is evident in all he was involved in, including 
producing the monthly Prayer Diary, the paper version 

of the Diocesan Directory and the monthly magazine. 
He was also a member of the Diocesan Board of 
Finance and the Parsonage Committee. He was made a 
Prebendary of Exeter Cathedral in September 1991. 
To see the tributes go to: exeter.anglican.org/tributes-
diocesan-colleague

Gill Kimber from Paignton 
in Devon serves as a 
distinctive deacon and 
believes passionately in 
the role as a key part of the 

Church’s mission of serving and caring 
for those in our communities.

Gill, also Warden of Deacons, explains 
that distinctive deacons are called 
‘diocesan deacons’ in our diocese 
and that their ministry is strongly 
encouraged. She explains the term distinctive 
deacon is used to distinguish them from those who 
are deacons for a year before being priested. She 
adds: “Deacons have a strong call to an outward-
looking, community-minded ministry 
with the hallmark of mission through 
service. We prefer to be out and about, 
making contacts, building relationships, 
identifying and meeting needs, creating 
stepping-stones between God and 
the world. 

“Deacons are pioneers, radical in our 
outlook and ready to try new ways of 
serving God in the community. We often have a 
particular concern for issues of poverty and justice 
and many minister to those on the margins of 
church and society.”

Despite there being many priests in Gill’s family, 
she explains that she has “never felt interested in 

joining them” to distinguish them from those who 
are deacons for a year before being priested.

She goes on to say: “The more I found out about 
the diaconate, the more excited and privileged I felt, 

and still do.  It is the third 
order of the ordained 
ministry, not only in the 
C of E but also in other 
church denominations like 
the Roman Catholics.

“I want to encourage 
churches to check out 
their people.  Where are 

those who love working in the community, helping 
others in their practical and spiritual needs?  They 
might just be your future deacons!”

For more information about deacons go to: exeter.
anglican.org/ministry/vocations/diocesan-deacons/ 
and the Deacon blog deaconstories.wordpress.com
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Although initially shocked 
to feel called by God to 
work in the Church, Gill 
Kimber feels privileged to 
be working as a deacon and 
believes it is a pioneering 
role. Here she tells us why.

A team from Honiton Mission Community who o� er 
hospitality in a large marquee at their annual summer 
agricultural show are encouraging other places to try it 
too. Last summer was the second time that Team Vicar 
Jane Lankester and team o� ered free refreshment for 
show visitors. She said: “It was much appreciated by 
those who just wanted a seat so they could eat their 
sandwiches with a free cup of tea and homemade 
biscuits by the ladies and men of the Church! There was 
an area for the children to play and very importantly a 
private area for nursing mothers where they could also 
change nappies. Yes, there were Christian resources 

available, prayer cards on the tables and of course the 
welcome of many helpers. It was a privilege to o� er such 
unconditional hospitality.”

TRIBUTES FOR DIOCESAN COLLEAGUE

The Exeter Chapter of the Society of Catholic Priests are holding their annual meeting in Exeter Cathedral on 
Tuesday 23 January. Past and present members are invited and new members are always welcome. For details 
and to register for lunch contact John Good on 01626 873181 or email johngood1549@outlook.com

NEWS-IN-BRIEF

UPDATES FROM THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is a law to strengthen data 
protection for people in the UK and Europe.  It will apply in the UK from 25 May 
2018. Is your church ready? New helpful guidance can be found here: www.
parishresources.org.uk/gdpr

A RESOURCE FOR LENT
Bishop Robert is recommending a DVD course for Lent: ‘Life on the Frontline’ is 
a course produced by the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity. The 
six session course provides a mixture of � lm clips, Bible re� ections and real-life 
stories. For details go to: www.licc.org.uk/product/life-on-the-frontline-2

Gill is with Deacon Bev Cree 
at her ordination in 2016


